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Dear Sabbath School Leader,

This quarter we feature the Northern Asia-
Pacific Division, which oversees the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s work in Bangladesh,
Japan, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, South
Korea, Sri Lanka, and Taiwan. The region
is home to 690 million people, including
352,000 Adventists. That’s a ratio of one
Adventist for every 1,960 people.

Part of a special offering collected on the
last, 13th Sabbath of this quarter will go to
support five projects in Japan, Mongolia,
South Korea, and Taiwan. Those Thirteenth
Sabbath projects, listed in the sidebar, were
approved before Adventist world church
leaders voted at Annual Council in 2023 to
expand the Northern Asia-Pacific Division’s
territory to include four new countries:
Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

In this quarterly, you will find 13 stories
about God’s grace and power in mission in

Opportunities

This quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath
Offering will support five projects in
the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:

After-School Centers at 14 Schools in Japan

Children’s Recreation Center,
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

Shelter for Single Mothers, Ansan,
South Korea

Cym and Missionary Training Center,
Hankook Sahmyook Academy, Seoul,
South Korea

Adventist Elementary School System, Taiwan

Andrew McChesney
Editor

-

South Korea and Mongolia. I spent about a
week in each country, collecting stories for
both the youth and adult Mission quarterly
and the Children’s Mission quarterly. Of
special note are two stories from Hankook
Sahmyook Academy in Seoul, South Korea,
which will receive part of this quarter’s
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to open a
missionary training center and gym that
will be shared by its middle school and high
school. The academy has about 900 students,
slightly more than 90 percent of whom
come from Seventh-day Adventist homes.
You can find stories from the academy on
pages 18 and 28. This quarterly begins

with stories from a previous Thirteenth
Sabbath project, the only Seventh-day
Adventist school in Mongolia. Tusgal School,
located in Mongolia’s capital, Ulaanbaatar,
received part of a 2015 offering to expand its
classrooms and open a library. You can find
two stories connected to the school on pages
6 and 16.

Special Features

If you want to make your Sabbath School
class come alive this quarter, we offer photos
and other materials to accompany each
mission story. More information is provided
in the sidebar with each story. You also
can download a PDF of facts and activities
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division
at bitly/nsd-2025. Follow us at facebook.
com/missionquarterlies. Download the PDF
version of Mission at bit.ly/adultmission and
Children’s Mission at bit.ly/childrensmission.
Mission Spotlight videos are available at bit.
ly/missionspotlight.

Thank you for encouraging others to be
mission-minded!

AdventistMission.org
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somo never had any interest in
Christianity. It was not Mongolia’s

traditional religion. Moreover, he didn’t
believe in any God. He was an atheist.

Then his aunt visited a Seventh-day
Adventist church in Mongolia’s capital,
Ulaanbaatar. Wanting to learn English, she
had gone to evangelistic meetings led by a
guest speaker from Australia. Something
about the Adventist church was different,
and she invited her 18-year-old nephew to
come. “This is a really nice place,” she said.
“There are a lot of young people like you.”

“Oh no, Auntie,” Tsomo said. “That’s not our
traditional religion. It’s a foreign religion.”

But she still kept inviting him to church.
She spoke about the young people and how
they played the guitar and sang.

“They’re nice,” she said.

Tsomo went to church with his aunt.
He liked the Australian speaker and his
companions. He had never met foreigners
before, and they were interesting. Moreover,
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Tsomo

he enjoyed the music. It was so nice. Like his
aunt, he sensed something different about
the church. He felt something he had never
felt before. “These are really nice people,” he
thought. “They’re always smiling.”

Tsomo went back to the church many
times after the first visit. He became an
Adventist. A desire grew in his heart to share
his love for Jesus. But how?

A year after becoming an Adventist,
Tsomo went to the countryside to visit
friends. All of the local teens knew him, and
they noticed that something was different.

“You are so different compared to before,”
said a girl.

“You’ve changed,” said a boy.

“What happened?”

“I've met God,” Tsomo said.

The teens laughed. They weren’t
Christians, and they didn’t believe in God.

Now at that time, no rain had fallen in the
area for six months. The grass was brown and
dry. This was a problem. Grass was needed
to feed the horses, cows, sheep, goats, and
camels that Mongolians rely on for food, wool,
and transportation.

A miracle was needed to end the drought,
and the teens decided to test Tsomo’s God.



“If your God really exists, you should pray
- for rain,” one boy said.

Others agreed.

“Let’s see what your God can do,” said
another boy.

Tsomo called together all of the teens.

“OK, let’s do it,” he said. “Let’s pray together.”

He prayed to God for rain.

The next morning, the rain came. The
raindrops fell lightly at first, but then the
heavens opened up and it poured.

The teens were so surprised! They came
running to Tsomo, exclaiming, “It’s raining!
It’s raining!”

Some of them began to believe in God.

“Wow, your God is real,” said one.

“I want to know more,” said another.

Tsomo formed a small group of 10 teens.
He read the Bible to them, he prayed with
them, and he taught them Christian songs.
The group met every day for a month. Then
Tsomo returned to his home in the city.

Several years have passed since the
miraculous rain. Tsomo became an Adventist
pastor and today serves in Mongolia’s capital,
Ulaanbaatar. No Adventist church has been
established in the region where the miracle
took place. But the young people who witnessed
the rain remain faithful to God. Several of
their parents also have accepted God.

“There is no church there, and there is no
pastor there, but they believe in God even
today,” Tsomo said.

They believe after seeing something
different about the God of heaven. %

Part of your Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
will go to a new children’s recreation center
in Mongolia’s capital, Ulaanbaatar, where
children and their parents will be able to
learn that something is different about the
God of heaven. Thank you for planning a
generous offering for this Thirteenth Sabbath
project on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney

‘ e
Story Tips
Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.
Pronounce Tsomo as: TSO-mo.

Know that Tsomo is a nickname. His full
first name is Tsolmonbayar.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Mission Post

In 1926, a mission station was built in
Mongolia in the style of a Mongolian yurt.

The Mongolian Mission was founded in
1930 in Kalgan, China, near the border
with Mongolia.

In 1931, missionaries moved further into
Mongolia, where they traveled by Bactrian
camel to visit the Mongolians scattered
across the plains.

About a quarter of Mongolians are
Buddhists. About one third practice
traditional shamanic beliefs. There is a
relatively small number of Muslims, mostly
in the western part of the country, and the
small community of Christians live mainly
in the capital. A significant proportion of the
people are atheistic or nonreligious.

(6)] |AdventistMission.org
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e Iberel grew annoyed during the Covid-19
lockdown. He studied at Tusgal School,
the only Seventh-day Adventist school in
Mongolia, and it was among the first to go
to online classes. He didn’t enjoy sitting in
front of the computer screen every day while
children who went to public school were
laughing and having fun.

He asked his mom if he could transfer to
the public school.

Mom said she didn’t mind, but Dad said
no. He was an Adventist pastor, and he was
studying far away from home at Andrews
University in the United States. Dad told Mom,
“I'm not in Mongolia to help you. But we can’t
risk our son’s future by sending him to public
school. He might pick up bad habits.” So,
Mom changed her mind and told Elberel that
he had to stay at the Adventist school.

Elberel, however, didn’t give up. He asked
Dad, “What about next year instead?”

Father didn’t relent.

Seeing it was useless to persist, Elberel
didn’t say anything more.

M’QNJOLIA | January 11

Elb‘erel

But then the public school also went to
online classes, and Elberel no longer saw
other children laughing and having fun. The
feeling of urgency to change schools passed.

After the lockdown ended and all schools
reopened, Elberel began to think about public
school again. The problem was a girl in his
class. She seemed to like to argue with him
and to insult him.

After two months, Elberel had had enough.
He thought it would be easier to change schools
than to put up with the girl. He called his dad,
who was still studying at Andrews University.

“This girl keeps insulting me,” he said. “I
want to transfer to public school.”

Father tried to talk Elberel out of his plan.

“You can’t transfer for something as little as
that,” he said. “Even more kids will insult you
in public school.”

But Elberel didn’t give up, and Dad
relented. “I'll let you transfer next school
year,” he said.

Over the summer, Dad changed his
mind, but Elberel remained steadfast in his
determination to go to public school. He
had studied at the Adventist school since
second grade, and he was sure that it would



“be a healthy challenge for him to study
- somewhere else. He pleaded with Mom to
allow him to transfer. Finally, his parents
agreed, but Dad cautioned him to be careful.

“Ignore the kids who have bad habits,”
he said.

Elberel promised that he would.

The first day at public school came as a
shock to Elberel. Many of the boys in his class
seemed to be vaping all the time. They also
insulted each other constantly. After school,
they hung out and drank alcohol. Elberel
didn’t want those kind of friends.

Moreover, Elberel had a problem with
lunch. At the Adventist school, the children
received a vegetarian lunch in the cafeteria
every day, but the public school didn’t have
a cafeteria. Elberel had to look for a place to
buy food on the street.

As the days passed, Elberel realized that he
had another problem. The classwork wasn’t
challenging. He already knew everything
that was being taught.

After a month, Elberel had had enough. He
wished that he had listened to Dad, but he
felt embarrassed to admit that he had been
wrong. He prayed, “God, what should I do?
Should I stay in the public school, where I
am surrounded by bad influences and not
learning anything new? Or should I return
to the Adventist school and have to deal with
that girl?”

The next day, Mom asked Elberel about
his classes. Hearing that he wasn’t learning
anything new, she asked, “Would you like to
go back to the Adventist school?”

The question was like music to Elberel’s
ears. He sensed God was answering his
prayer. “Yes,” he said. “I want to go back.”

When Dad heard the news, he was happy.

“It isn’t too late,” he said. “You still can
go back.”

Elberel has to wait a few more days before
he can transfer back to Tusgal School. He
can’t wait — and he has a plan on how to
deal with the girl. “I plan to ignore her,” he
said. “My dad said she wouldn’t be as much
of a problem if I just ignored her.” %

L]
- Story Tips
Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.
Pronounce Elberel as: EL-ber-el.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts from
the Northern Asia-Pacific Division: bit.ly/
nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Crowth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Crowth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Fast Facts

Mongolia is one of the world's highest
countries; its elevation averages 5,180 feet
(1,580 meters).

Genghis Khan, born Temujin in 1162, created
the Mongol Empire in 1206. It became the
largest empire in history, occupying about
22% of all land on Earth.

Mongolians emphasize affection toward

children. The average Mongolian family has
four children, and women who have five or
more children are called “honored mothers.”

Tusgal School, located in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia, received part of a previous
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to grow with
new classrooms and a library. Thank you for
your Thirteenth Sabbath Offering this quarter,
which will help open a recreation center to
introduce children to Jesus in Ulaanbaatar.

By Andrew McChesney

MONGOLIA s
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TR om was ilpéet when hér'22-year—old

- I daughter, Debbie, started going to the

i 'Se\/ferith—day Adventist church in Mongolia.

- “Donr’t go to the Americans’ meetings,” she

“said. “They’re spies.”

It was September 1992, and Mongolia was
in a state of post-Communist transition.

Mom’s ire grew when Debbie decided to
give her heart to Jesus in baptism in 1993.
Debbie was the first Adventist convert in
Mongolia after the Communist collapse.

“Americans are bad people,” Mom said.
“They’re spies, and they’re going to ruin our
country by winning our hearts and then
using us.”

Christianity was not the traditional
religion in Mongolia, but Mom thought all
religion was bad. She was a staunch atheist
who had actively supported communism.
Through her influence, many people became
Party members. For her work, she had been
awarded a special pin of Marx, Engels, and
Lenin, and she wore it proudly.

There seemed to be no way that Mom
would ever change her mind about God.

Debbie left Mongolia for two years to study
at the Adventist International Institute of
Advanced Studies (AIIAS) in the Philippines.

" MONGOLI
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Tserenjav Danzan

When she returned home, she invited Mom
to a small Bible study group that she had
formed. At the time, Mongolia’s fledging
Adventist Church consisted mostly of young
people, and the small Bible study group was
aimed at older people. The group’s first five
members were Mom, two of her sisters, the
mother of the first Mongolian pastor, and the
mother of another church member.

Mom was very cautious about the small
Bible study group, but she also was curious.
She had seen a change in Debbie. Once
proud, Debbie had become mild. Once bossy;,
she had become obedient to her mother and
respectful of her sister.

“She has changed,” Mom thought. “What
caused her to change?”

Then Debbie’s sister, who once had fiercely
opposed Christianity, was herself baptized.
Mom saw that she also had changed.

That was enough. In 2000, Mom decided
to give her allegiance to the God of heaven.
She was baptized and joined the Adventist
Church at the age of 53. In fact, all five
members of the small Bible study group
ended up getting baptized.

Once an active recruiter for Lenin, Mother
became an ardent witness for God. Once a
seeker of members for the Party, she became




.a seeker of lost sheep for the Kingdom.
Through her influence, many people gave
their hearts to Jesus.

Mom was faithful until her death. She not
only loved God, but she also loved to give
to God. When she grew so weak that she
could no longer go to church, a house church
was organized in her home. She said that a
worship service was not complete without
the offering so, at her request, a collection
box was brought to her bed so she could
personally give an offering.

Mom died of gallbladder cancer at the age
of 74 in 2020. But she remained a witness
even after her death.

A traditional Mongolian funeral usually
involves many expensive rituals. But, at her
request, she was buried at a simple Christian
funeral. Her funeral was so different from
the usual funerals that her relatives were
amazed. They realized that something was
different about Christianity.

“Wow, what a peaceful funeral,” said one.

“I would like my funeral to be like that,”
said another.

But Mom’s witness didn’t end there. She
continues to preach from her tombstone in
the cemetery. Her tombstone contains the
promise of Isaiah 30:18, “Blessed are all those
who wait for Him” (NKJV).

Shortly before she died, she told Debbie,
“My hope is in Christ. I want to sleep until
He comes.”

Now Mom is waiting on the Lord to raise
her up on that glorious morning. %

Thank you for your Thirteenth Sabbath
Offering that will continue the missionary
work of Mom — whose name is Tserenjav
Danzan — and other faithful Seventh-day
Adventists who are now resting in their
graves in Mongolia. Part of this quarter’s
offering on March 29 will help open a
recreation center that will teach children
and their parents about Jesus in Mongolia’s
capital, Ulaanbaatar.

By Andrew McChesney

Pronounce Tserenjav Danzan as: CZAR-en-
jav DAN-za.

Watch a short YouTube video of Mom
giving an offering on her sickbed:
bit.ly/Mom-Mongolia.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-

day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic
plan: Mission Objective No. 1, “To revive the
concept of worldwide mission and sacrifice
for mission as a way of life involving not
only pastors but every church member,
young and old, in the joy of witnessing

for Christ and making disciples”; Mission
Objective No. 2, “To strengthen and diversify
Adventist outreach ... to non-Christian
religions”; and Spiritual Growth Objective
No. 5, “To disciple individuals and families
into Spirit-filled lives.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Fast Facts

The ger (yurt) is the traditional Mongolian
dwelling. It is a circular structure with a
conical roof and covered with white canvas.
[t is warm in winter and cool in summer,
and easy to take down, transport, and put
up again as the herders move across the
grasslands with their herds.

The ger is always set up with its door to the
south because the cold wind mostly blows
from the north.

Stepping on the threshold as one enters
a ger is considered a sign of disrespect to
the host.

Mongols have a great fondness for witty
sayings and jokes.

MONGOLIA
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v Ed"ttors note ThlS is the: story of how Bold
'Batsukh “Mongolia’s fi irst Seventh- -day Adventist
T pastor gave his heart to God in the early 1990s.

henever Bold had a question, he ran to
his dad in Mongolia.

“I'm scared of the dark,” he said. “Why am
I scared of the dark?”

“It’s all in your imagination,” Dad said.

Then the boy heard someone talking about
God and the devil. He ran to Dad.

“Is there such a thing as the devil and
God?” he asked.

“It’s all in your imagination,” Dad said.

Bold trusted his dad. He had seen Dad
read many books, so he knew that he had
stored up a lot of knowledge.

But he remained scared of the dark. He
also wasn’t so sure that God didn’t exist. He
didn’t understand why, but he felt that God
must be alive somewhere in the universe.

Although Bold was young, he was very
serious. He thought seriously about his
future. When he thought about his future, he
thought about death. Death scared him.

“Why do we die?” he wondered. “What
happens after death? Is that it?”

One day, Dad fell ill. He was in and out of
the hospital for treatment for several months.
During one hospitalization, Bold noticed
marks on Dad’s back from injections given
by the nurses.

“Why do they have to give you so many
shots?” he asked.

“I'm sick, so I have to get shots,” Dad said.

Bold felt sorry for his father.

Dad grew weaker and weaker. Finally, he
couldn’t eat on his own, and his food was
pureed like baby food and mixed with water.
Someone fed him with a spoon, massaging
his throat to help him swallow.

One afternoon, a friend ran up as Bold
was playing outside his home.

“Your father’s dead! Your father’s dead!”
the boy shouted.

Bold thought the boy was trying to make a
joke, and he became indignant.

“Why do you have to joke like that?”
he said.

“It’s the truth,” the boy said. “They’re
looking for you.”

Bold ran home. An ambulance stood
outside the building. No one would let him
inside to see his father. Bold realized that



.Dad had died. He was only 45 years old. Bold

"~ was 13.

The boy cried and asked, “Why? Why?”

He heard no answer.

For the first time he spoke to the God
whom his father had said didn’t exist.

He said, “I don’t see any reason for
this happening.”

He heard no answer.

Bold had been close to Dad, and he
couldn’t imagine life without him. He
wondered, “If everyone is going to die,
what’s the point of living?”

He heard no answer.

Bold had been scared of the dark. But
now his fears grew as, in the darkness of the
night, he had disturbing dreams about his
father. In his dreams, he asked his dad, “Why
did you leave us?”

He heard no answer. How he wished that
Dad was around to answer his questions.

Dad had been the family’s sole
breadwinner. Without him, times were
tough. Bold also felt resentment. He thought,
“Dad might be alive if only he had taken
better care of himself and gone to the
hospital earlier.”

Mom also missed Dad terribly. She also
had questions. She started to visit a teacher
from a traditional Mongolian religion who
claimed to have answers.

Bold noticed that Mom seemed to be
happier after each visit. He was curious to find
out if the teacher could answer his questions.

“Can I go and see him?” he asked.

“Let’s go together,” Mother replied. %

Pray for the people of Mongolia who, like
Bold, are looking for answers. Part of this
quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will
help open a recreation center in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia, for other children who have
unanswered questions. Thank you for
planning a generous offering on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney

- Story Tips
Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that Bold’s story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic plan:
Mission Objective No. 2, “To strengthen
and diversify Adventist outreach ... to
non-Christian religions”; Spiritual Growth
Objective No. 5, “To disciple individuals and
families into Spirit-filled lives”, Spiritual
Crowth Objective No. 6, “To increase
accession, retention, reclamation, and
participation of children, youth, and young
adults”; and Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 7, “To help youth and young adults
place Cod first and exemplify a biblical
worldview.” For more information, go to the
website: IWillGo.org.

Fast Facts

The Mongolian national costume is the
deel, a long gown of brightly colored silk,
buttoning up to the neck on the right side.
It is worn by both men and women, but
men add a sash of contrasting color around
the waist. In the winter, it is worn with a
woolen lining.

Mongolians love festivals, and their largest

is the Naadam, an annual sporting event
focusing on sports, games, and food and held
in the summer. The main events are archery,
horse racing, and Mongolian wrestling.

Bactrian camels are native to Mongolia.
They have two humps and are smaller than
the Arabian camel.

Mongolia is often referred to as “the Land
of the Blue Sky" because the sky over the
country is cloudless for more than two-
thirds of the year.

MONGOLIA e

r |AdventistMission.org



| ADVENTIST MISSION Northern-Asia Pacific Division

J—
N

R Edi’ip_r’s note: This is the story of how
. Bold Batsukh, Mongolia’s first Seventh-day
~_ Adventist pastor, gave his heart to God in the

early 1990s. The story picks up with 13-year-

" old Bold bitterly seeking answers to why his

father died unexpectedly. He noticed that

his mother was finding answers to her own
questions from a teacher from a traditional
Mongolian religion. Mother agreed to take the
boy to meet the teacher.

eople crowded outside the teacher’s

house every day to ask for advice on how
to solve their problems in Mongolia. People
sat and waited to be called into the house.

When someone entered the house, the
teacher asked, “What’s your problem?”

Then he listened for a long time. After that,
he opened his sacred writings and chanted
something from it in the Tibetan language.

No one understood what he said because
no one spoke Tibetan, but people left the
house looking happy.

The teacher couldn’t tell Bold why his
father had died, but the boy was impressed
by him and his sacred writings. Bold thought,
“If I could help him, I could spend more time
with him, and it would be a good way to get

“ MONGOLIA | February 1

Bo_‘ld BoTsukH

out of going to school!”
Back at home, he told Mom, “Maybe I'll

- become a teacher, too. Could you ask your

teacher if he would train me?”

Mother was reluctant, but she agreed to ask.

A few days later, she returned home from
the teacher’s house with a big smile.

“The teacher was so happy when I told
him your request,” she said. “He said that he
has wanted to mentor a boy for a long time.”

Bold went to live with the teacher.

At 6 o’clock every morning, the teacher
poked Bold with a wooden stick to wake
him up. Then Bold sat for hours, learning
the Tibetan language and memorizing
texts from the sacred writings. He also had
many chores, cooking for the teacher and
cleaning his house.

Bold lived with the teacher for two years.
He memorized all the texts that the teacher
told him to memorize. He did everything that
the teacher told him to do. When he was 15,
the teacher took him to a monastery where
he could be trained to become a teacher, too.

The head teacher at the monastery
quizzed Bold. “What have you learned?”
he asked. “Can you chant this text? Can you
chant that text?”

Bold, the boy who once had asked many
questions, was now able to give many
answers from the sacred writings.

The head teacher was impressed.

“He is well trained,” he told Bold’s teacher.
“But we have just accepted some other boys,
and we don’t have any space left. If you
come back next year, we will take him first.”



. It was a turning point. If Bold couldn’t

* train to become a teacher, he wanted to go
back to regular school. He moved back home
to Mom and his sister, who was his twin.

He hadn’t gone to school for two years,
and he was far behind his former classmates.
But he wanted to study with them again.

Mom spoke with the school principal, and
he agreed to allow Bold to study with his old
classmates for two months. If he could keep
up with them, he could stay in the class.

Bold sat in the front row. Unlike before,
when he was 13, he now was eager to learn.

To his surprise, the schoolwork was
easy, and he quickly rose to the top of his
class. His classmates couldn’t understand
why he was doing so well. He had missed
two years of school while they had been
studying. Bold only realized later that two
years of memorizing texts had cleared and
disciplined his mind, enabling him to easily
complete his school assignments.

After graduating from high school, Bold
decided to learn English and become an
English teacher. He already spoke Mongolian
and Russian, and he thought that a third
language wouldn’t be too difficult.

But after a few days of university classes,
he was failing. English was much harder
than he had expected. He wondered what to
do. His twin sister had an idea. She had met
some Americans, and they were teaching
her English. “Come meet the Americans,”
she said.

Bold wasn’t interested.

Later, his sister showed him a New
Testament in the Mongolian language.

“The Americans are Christians,” she said.
“They’re talking about Christ.”

Bold was alarmed. “Don’t go to them
anymore,” he said. “We have our own
traditional religion in Mongolia.”

But his sister wouldn’t listen. “These
people are really nice,” she said.

Bold continued to struggle with his English
classes. One day, as he labored over his
homework, he remembered the Americans.
He thought, “Maybe they could help me with

- Story Tips
Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that Bold's story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “l Will Go” strategic plan:
Mission Objective No. 2, “To strengthen
and diversify Adventist outreach ... to
non-Christian religions”; Spiritual Growth
Objective No. 6, “To increase accession,
retention, reclamation, and participation

of children, youth, and young adults”; and
Spiritual Growth Objective No. 7, “To help
youth and young adults place God first
and exemplify a biblical worldview.” For
more information, go online to the website:
IWillGo.org.

Fast Fact

The first dinosaur egg ever discovered was
found in the Gobi Desert in Mongolia.

my English.” He promised himself that if
the Americans spoke about Christianity, he
would show them that their religion was
utterly unacceptable for Mongolians. He
asked his sister if he could meet them.

The sister told the Americans about her
brother. One of them replied, “Bring him to
our house church this Sabbath.” %

Pray for the people of Mongolia who, like
Bold, are looking for answers. Part of this
quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will
help open a children’s recreation center to
share the gospel in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

Thank you for planning a generous offering

on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney
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* f. Ediidr’s note: This is the story of how Bold

Batsukh, Mongolia’s first Seventh-day Adventist
pastor, gave his heart to God in the early 1990s.
The story picks up with Bold struggling to study
English at a university in Mongolia. He asks his
twin sister to introduce him to some Americans
who are teaching her English and about God. He
is determined to learn English from them and, if
necessary, show them that Christianity has no
place in Mongolia.

he Americans didn’t meet in a church but
in the living room of their house.

They greeted Bold kindly when he came
with his twin sister to their house church in
Mongolia’s capital, Ulaanbaatar.

It was a most unusual experience for Bold.
About 20 people were sitting in a circle on the
floor, singing from songbooks. The words of the
songs seemed so odd to Bold. He was confused
and amused. He thought, “What do they mean
by ‘hosanna’? Why are they singing about a
‘Lamb’?” He held a songbook over his face to
hide his laughter.

Bold Batsukh

- After the song service, the Americans led a

" Sabbath School class. They spoke about King
- Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2.

Bold was fascinated and had many
questions. But he kept silent.

Then one of the Americans preached a
short sermon. None of the words made sense
to Bold. The preacher talked about an image
in the book of Revelation that Bold didn’t
understand. The preacher spoke about Jesus
coming back, and Bold wondered, “Where did
He go, and why does He need to come back?”

After lunch, the house-church group went
to an orphanage to do crafts with children.

When Bold returned home that night, he
felt good. It had been a good day, and he had
enjoyed helping the children. “T'll have to give
the Americans a chance,” he thought. “Maybe
I should listen to their ideas.”

He eagerly waited for the next Sabbath.

After the Sabbath sermon, he sat down
with the Americans and listened. What he
heard was very different from what he had
been taught. The Americans opened a Bible
to Genesis and shared the Creation story. Bold
was very interested. He had studied with a
teacher from a traditional Mongolian religion
for two years as a boy, but his teacher hadn’t
been able to explain the origin of life. The
teacher had told a legend about dust coming
together and forming the Earth. But the legend
didn’t explain the origins of water, air, and
living things. To those questions, the teacher
had no answers. But the Bible had clear
answers about all of those things.

Bold had many questions, and he began



_to ask them. The American missionaries
answered his questions from the Bible. When
they learned that he knew Russian, they gave
him a Russian Bible. At the time, only the New
Testament was available in the Mongolian
language so, with the Russian Bible, Bold had
access to the whole Word of God.

On his third Sabbath at the church, a
missionary said, “Why don’t you teach Old
Testament stories with children’s felts?”

Bold was surprised. He didn’t feel
qualified to teach the Bible to anyone.

The missionary encouraged him to try.
“Just go for it,” he said.

The challenge intrigued Bold, so he agreed.

That week, he carefully read the Russian
Old Testament and took notes in Mongolian.
On Friday, he went to the missionaries’ house
and picked out the felts that he wanted to
use the next day. On Sabbath, he told Old
Testament stories in Mongolian to a rapt
audience at the house church.

At home, Bold kept reading the Bible, and
he found answers to all of his questions. He
learned that God and the devil are real. He
read in Genesis 3 that the devil, disguised
as a snake, brought sin and death into the
world. He also read in Genesis 3 that God put
forth a plan to save humanity. As a result, he
learned, death is not the end, and people who
believe in Jesus have eternal life. In John 3:16,
he read, “For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life” (NK]JV).

He gave his heart to Jesus.

Today, Bold is a leader of the Adventist
Church in Mongolia. He holds the
distinctions of being not only the first
Mongolian Adventist pastor but also the first
ordained Mongolian pastor. He also speaks
fluent English.

“I'learned in the Bible about a loving God
who created us and, when we sinned, came
to rescue us. That was more appealing than
anything that I had been taught before. I
gave the Bible a chance, and that’s why I'm
an Adventist today.”

- Story Tips
Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that Bold's story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic plan:
Mission Objective No. 2, “To strengthen
and diversify Adventist outreach ... to
non-Christian religions”; Spiritual Growth
Objective No. 5, “To disciple individuals and
families into Spirit-filled lives”, Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 6, “To increase
accession, retention, reclamation, and
participation of children, youth, and young
adults”; and Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 7, “To help youth and young adults
place Cod first and exemplify a biblical
worldview.” For more information, go to the
website: IWillGo.org.

Fast Fact

Mongolia’s Bogd Khan Ull National Park,
established in 1783, is the oldest national
park in the world.

He said that even though he suffered after
his father died, he found God as a result.

“Even though it was a tragedy in my life,
it ended up being so good,” he said. “By
coming to Christ, I found answers to all my
questions. God was with me all that time.” %

Pray for the people of Mongolia who, like
Bold, are looking for answers. Part of this
quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will
help open a children’s recreation center to
share the gospel in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
Thank you for planning a generous offering
on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney
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"Editor’s note: Eegii was among the first
teachers who taught at Mongolia’s only
Seventh-day Adventist school when it opened in
2009. She had just graduated from a Mongolian
university and had no experience teaching at an
Adventist school. She and the other teachers led
the first year’s group of 13 children with prayer
and passion. Today, Tusgal School has 250
students. This is Eegil’s story.

egii taught at the Seventh-day Adventist
school in Mongolia, but she wished for
an Adventist education of her own. She
wondered, “How can I show God’s love better?”
Years passed, and Eegii attended seminars
about Adventist education in Mongolia. But
the seminars were short, and Eegii longed for
more. She prayed. She added the Adventist
International Institute of Advanced Studies
(AIIAS) to her prayers when she learned
it offered a master’s degree in education
in the Philippines. But her dream seemed
impossible. She prayed for 10 years.

“ -

MONGOLIAI February 15 .

Eegii

Then the Northern Asia-Pacific Division,
whose territory includes Mongolia, offered
Eegii a scholarship to study at AIIAS. Eegii was
overjoyed! God had answered her prayers.

But she didn’t know if she could accept the
scholarship, which only covered her education.
She would still need to pay for housing,
utilities, and food. She also had a husband and
two school-age sons whom she couldn’t leave
behind. They would need tickets to fly to the
Philippines, and her boys would need money
to study at an Adventist school there.

Eegii prayed and prayed. Her dream
seemed impossible. Then she and her
husband decided to step out in faith. They
sold their car and furniture. When they
added the money to their family savings,
however, they still didn’t have enough.

That night, Eegii went to bed worried.

As she slept, she had a dream. She was
pacing back and forth in a small room
without any doors or windows. She was
trapped. Then God gave her a piece of paper
and said, “I will help you.” A moment later,
she was sitting in the back of a pickup,
traveling down a road. The pickup stopped
at a railroad crossing, a train passed, and
the pickup drove on. Eegii woke up with all
of her worries gone. God’s words rang in
her ears, “I'll help you.” Eegii was no longer
worried, but she still didn’t know what to
do. Her dream seemed impossible.

A few days later, as Eegii walked to church
on Sabbath, an unusual sight caught her eye.




A large tree was growing out of a row of

© private parking garages. The roots of the tree
were sunk deep into the concrete roof of the
garages. Eegii thought, “It’s impossible for a
tree to grow on a concrete roof.”

Immediately, the angel’s words to Mary
sprang into her mind, “For with God nothing
will be impossible” (Luke 1:37, NKJV).

She thought, “God is showing me that
everything is possible for Him!”

Eegii took a photo of the tree on her
cellphone and happily showed it to her
friends at church. She had no doubt that she
and her family would go to the Philippines.

That’s exactly what happened. Over the
next few weeks, Eegii got plane tickets and left
Mongolia. God even blessed her en route to
the Philippines. She had a six-hour layover to
change planes in Turkey, and she got to spend
time with two relatives living there.

When she arrived at AIIAS, she was alone,
just like she had been alone in the back of
the pickup in her dream. But she believed
that God would help her. She believed a tree
could grow out of a concrete roof. She prayed
and waited. Two months later, her husband
sold the last of their possessions, and he and
their two sons had the funds to join her.

Today, the family is living at AIIAS as Eegii
studies for her master’s in education. She
couldn’t be happier. Her impossible dream is
being fulfilled. She is obtaining an Adventist
education, and she can’t wait to share God’s
love in new ways back home.

“We need to look at God rather than at our
problems, and we need to move forward in
faith,” she said.

“When the Israelites fled Egypt, they
stopped at the Red Sea in fear,” she said. “But
then when they stepped forward in faith,
they saw God miraculously part the water.
So, walk forward with God in faith, prayer,
and thanksgiving.” %

Pray for Eegii and the other teachers at
Tusgal School, the only Seventh-day Adventist
school in Mongolia. Part of a previous
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering helped the school

(]
Story Tips
' Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.
Pronounce Eegii as: AIEE-jee.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “| Will Go" strategic plan:
Mission Objective No. 2, “To strengthen
and diversify Adventist outreach ... to
non-Christian religions”; Spiritual Growth
Objective No. 6, “To increase accession,
retention, reclamation, and participation of
children, youth, and young adults”;

and Spiritual Growth Objective No. 7, “To
help youth and young adults place God
first and exemplify a biblical worldview.”
For more information, go to the website:
IWillGo.org.

Fast Facts

Singing while riding a horse is quite popular
in Mongolia. Singers use their throat and
nose to produce two different sounds

at the same time, a technique known as
“Throat Singing” or “Khoomi Singing.”"

One of the first international postal
systems was created by Genghis Khan to
help control the Mongol Empire. In the Yam
system, stations were set up 14 to 40 miles
(22-64 km) apart, and messages would be
passed to a fresh horse and rider at each
station so the messages could keep moving
without wearing out horses and riders.

expand with new classrooms and a library.
Thank you for planning a generous offering
on March 29 for this quarter’s Thirteenth
Sabbath projects in Mongolia and elsewhere
in the Northern Asia-Pacific Division.

By Andrew McChesney
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Fhen Yu Jin was 9 years old, her mom
gave her a book to read.

“Since you read a lot of books, you should
read this book, too,” she said. “It’s in Korean and
English. Study it. Read it. This is a good book.”

It was the small book Steps to Christ by
Ellen White.

Up to that point, Yu Jin had only read
books in Korean. But Mom wanted her to
learn English.

An obedient child, Yu Jin immediately began
to read the book.

She read it every day on the bus as she
traveled to and from school in South Korea.
She read during lunch break at school.

The English text was too hard to read, so she
skipped it and finished the Korean part of the
book in a week.

She didn’t understand everything that she
read, but she felt a strong conviction that she
needed to be baptized.

She went to Mom.

“I want to be baptized,” she said.

Mom smiled.

Yu Jin

“When you grow up, you can be baptized,”
she said.

Korean children often start thinking about
baptism when they are about 13 years old.
But Yu Jin was 9, and 13 was four long years
away. She wasn’t happy about having to wait.
But she was an obedient child.

“OK, fine,” she said.

She didn’t speak about baptism again.

As time passed, she kept attending church
every Sabbath as she had in the past. But she
went because she wanted to participate in
Pathfinders and other fun activities, not because
she desired a close relationship with God.

When she turned 13, she was baptized
with the rest of her friends. But she didn’t
have the same conviction to be baptized as
when she was 9.

As a teen, she spent more and more time
with non-Christian friends, and her love for
God gradually dimmed. She ate like her friends
and sometimes skipped church on Sabbath.
She was tired on Sabbath morning and didn’t
want to make the effort to go to church.



- Doubts even crept into her mind about the
existence of God.

Then one summer, when she was 16, she
volunteered to help with an evangelism
program. Her job was to invite other young
people to come to the church meetings by
handing out flyers.

No young people came to the first meeting
as a result of her invitations, and she felt like
a failure.

A missionary from the meetings saw her
disappointment and prayed with her.

To Yu Jin’s amazement, several young
people whom she had invited showed up at
the next meeting.

A flicker of faith flashed in her heart.

Then heavy rain threatened to disrupt a
meeting. She prayed, and the rain stopped.
The meeting went ahead as planned.

Yu Jin was a new person when she
returned to her Adventist high school in
the fall. She eagerly attended a student-led
prayer group, called “Kneelers,” that met
every Friday evening after worship services.
She got a new copy of Steps to Christ. But this
time, she didn’t finish the book in a week.
She read it with a group of other students at
the rate of about a chapter a week. For her, it
was like reading the book for the first time.

Yu Jin said she is glad that she read Steps
to Christ when she was 9.

“When I read it for the first time, my heart
was stirred deeply to follow Jesus and to be
baptized,” she said.

She is even more glad that she read it
again. She said the book cannot be read too
many times.

“Surely the Lord is coming again,”
she said. %

Yu Jin goes to Hankook Sahmyook
Academy, which will receive part of this
quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
to open a gym and missionary training
center, in Seoul, South Korea. Thank you for
planning a generous offering on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney

Story Tips
Show Seoul, South Korea, on the map.

Pronounce Yu Jin like YOU-jeen, or the
name “Eugene.”

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place Cod first and exemplify

a biblical worldview.” For more information,

go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Mission Post

In May 1904, a Korean named Eung Hyun
Lee, waiting for his ship to Hawaii, was

walking along a street in Kobe, Japan, and
saw a signboard that read, “The Seventh-

day Sabbath Jesus Second Coming Church.”

After speaking to the evangelist, Kuniya
Hide, Eung Hyun Lee and a Korean friend
studied the Scriptures and became
convinced of the Adventist message. After
midnight on the evening before Lee left for
Hawaii, the two Korean converts, together
with a group of Japanese believers, went
up to the pool below Nunobiki Falls, and
became the first baptized Seventh-day
Adventists from among the Korean people.

Two sisters were involved in the early
work in Korea. In January 1907, Mimi
Scharffenberg arrived and within two years
had established first a school for boys and
then a school for girls. In October 1909, her
sister Theodora Wangerin arrived with her
husband Rufus.
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".One of this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath
projects is to train children and teens to be
missionaries in South Korea. The project
envisages the opening of a missionary training
center at Hankook Sahmyook Academy, which
includes a middle school and a high school, in
South Korea’s capital, Seoul.

Missionary training programs are a staple
of Adventist life in South Korea. This week’s
story is about a group of 19 Korean teens
who joined one such program called Academy
Missionary Movement.

fierce thunderstorm broke out on the

first night that 19 South Korean teenage
missionaries spent on a Philippine island.

The teens, ages 14 to 17, had not signed

up for a thunderstorm when they joined a
one-year mission training program called
Academy Missionary Movement. Part of the
program required them to participate in an
international mission trip, and they had come
to the remote island to assist with evangelistic

“

S’OUTHKOREA March1 .

Ac:ddemy Missionary Movement
South Korea

meetings under the guidance of a South
Korean pastor, who would preach.

But the storm that greeted them on their
first night threatened to spoil their plans.

Eleven boys were sleeping in tents set
up on the concrete floor of a partially
constructed church building located on a
sandy beach. Eight girls were sleeping in a
thatched house nearby.

The night was pitch-black except for sharp
flashes of lightning. Rain poured down,
and the wind howled. The church building
had no doors or windows, and the tents
sheltering the boys trembled violently.

Then the South Korean pastor began to
wake up the boys.

“The situation is serious,” he told two boys
in one tent. “We need to get up and pray.”

He asked the boys to rouse the boys in the
next tent and tell them to pass on the word
until everyone had assembled to pray in the
thatched house.

Meanwhile, the mission program director
woke up the girls in the thatched house with
similar instructions.

Before long, the teens had gathered in the
thatched house. The building’s walls shook
against the blast of the storm.

None of the teens or adults had seen such
a bad rainstorm.

It was 4 am.

Everyone knelt down and prayed for




~God to stop the storm. For two hours, the

- missionaries prayed as the wind howled, the
lightning flashed, and the rain fell. The pastor
asked God to forgive the sins of everyone in
the group. The teens sang worship songs.
Each person took time for personal prayer.
The pastor also gave a short sermon about
God being a refuge in the storm.

By 6 a.m,, the storm started to die down.

The pastor told the teens to go to bed.
Seeing that it was their first night on the
island, he didn’t want them to be too
exhausted on their first full day.

The sun was shining brightly in the blue sky
when everyone woke up two hours later.

The storm set the scene for the rest of the
week. The mission trip became a season
of prayer. Whenever it rained, everyone
knelt and prayed. Whenever a teen faced
a challenge, like inviting people to attend
the evening meetings, everyone knelt and
prayed. The teens realized that they were
fighting for the salvation of souls. Sometimes
they knelt in pairs and prayed for someone
whom they had just met in a nearby village.

The mission trip offered some surprises
for the teens, who were accustomed to
conveniences like running water and heated
toilet seats back home in South Korea. On
the island, they used shovels to dig their own
toilets and took outdoor baths with buckets or
in the ocean. No one complained.

Every evening, the teens gathered near
the unfinished church building to read the
Bible, discuss the day, and thank God for
life, food, and good weather.

At the end of the trip, seven people were
baptized in the ocean. They had taken
Bible studies with local church members
and made the decision to get baptized
during the evangelistic meetings.

The teens rejoiced that seven people had
given their hearts to Jesus. They returned to
South Korea, expressing an eagerness to be
lifelong missionaries for Jesus. %

Part of this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath
Offering will train students to become

Story Tips
Show Seoul, South Korea, on the map.

The photo depicts the South Korean teens
worshiping outside the unfinished church.

Know that this story is based on an interview
with the 28-year-old director of the Academy
Missionary Movement, Kim MinJae.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church's “| Will Go" strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place Cod first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Mission Post

A pair of siblings were integral to the early
Adventist work in Korea. In 1908, Helen
May Scott, a teacher, arrived in Soonan,
Korea, with her husband, Dr. Riley Russell.
Two years later, when another educational
worker was needed in the field, Helen urged
her younger brother, Howard M. Lee, to
volunteer. He took her advice and arrived in
Soonan on April 5,1910, to take charge of
the educational work.

missionaries at Hankook Sahmyook
Academy in Seoul, South Korea. Your offering
will help open a missionary training center
and gym at the academy. Thank you for
planning a generous offering on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney
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1 in-seok was 2 when his father died. He
has no memories of his father.

Dad was a Seventh-day Adventist pastor in
South Korea, and Mom singlehandedly raised
Jin-seok and his brother. Her faith was Jin-
seok’s faith — until he grew into a teenager.

Then Jin-seok began to think for himself,
and he refused to believe in God.

He thought, “If God exists, why did He
allow Dad to die?”

The boy told God, “If You exist, You can kill
me, too. I can’t live like this!”

When he was 15, Jin-seok decided that he
had had enough.

During family worship, he abruptly stood
up and ripped his Bible in two.

“Mom, don’t tell me to believe in God,”
he said.

With that, he dropped out of school and
moved out of the house.

For the next 10 years, Jin-seok smoked,
drank, and mingled with worldly friends. He
didn’t have a Bible, and he hated Christians,

TH KOREA | March8

Jin=seok

especially Adventists.

One day, he inadvertently ended up
on the campus of an Adventist university
in South Korea’s capital, Seoul. He was
accompanying a friend who had business at
Sahmyook University.

As he waited for his friend, he wanted to
smoke, but smoking was prohibited at the
university. So, he looked for a place where he
could smoke without getting caught.

Finding a remote park-like area with trees
and bushes, he sat down on a bench and lit
up a cigarette.

As he smoked, he looked around and
saw a Bible verse engraved on a stone.

He suddenly realized that he was in the
university’s prayer garden.

A flood of emotions filled his heart. He
had no memories of his father, but he
remembered that Dad had studied at that
same university to become a pastor. Dad had
probably prayed in the same prayer garden.

Then Jin-seok’s thoughts turned to his



.mother. He remembered hearing that Mom
~ was very ill. Several people had told him that
she would die soon.

Grief filled his heart. Dad had died when
he was 2, and now Mom was dying when he
was 25.

“I can’t live like this!” he exclaimed.

Now Jin-seok began to feel sorry for
his mother. He thought, “Mom lost her
husband. She has two sons, but she lost me,
too. I'm breaking her heart, and now she’s
going to die.”

Tears poured down his cheeks.

In the university prayer garden, with a
lit cigarette between his fingers, he spoke to
God for the first time in years.

“God, if you exist, please help me,” he said.
“Please help Mom. If You do, I'll surrender
my heart to you. I'll give my life to you.”

Not long after that prayer, Mom recovered,
and Jin-seok kept his promise. He became a
pastor just like his father. He graduated from
Sahmyook University just like his father.

Mom was thrilled!

But the story didn’t end there. Jin-seok got
married, had a daughter, and is now helping
raise four boys from single-mother homes.
Remembering how he grew up without a
dad, he began caring for the four boys with
the support of the members of the church
that he pastors in rural South Korea.

The boys, who are now teens, are living
very different lives than Jin-seok did at
their age because they see Jin-seok’s love
and know that they have a Father in heaven
who loves them even more. All four boys
have given their hearts to Jesus in baptism.

Jin-seok hopes to send them to an
Adventist high school in Seoul one day. He
hopes that they will become missionaries.

Gone are the days when Jin-seok
exclaimed, “I can’t live like this!” He has
found that life with God is worth living, and
he looks forward to meeting his father at
Jesus’ soon coming. %

Part of this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath
Offering will go to Hankook Sahmyook

- Story Tips
Show Seoul, South Korea, on the map.

Pronounce Jin-seok as: GIN-see-ok. £ A

~ Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mq.

~ Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

- Know that this mission story illustrates
the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective
No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Crowth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place Cod first and exemplify a
biblical worldview.” For more information, go
to the website: IWillGo.org.

Fast Fact

Japan controlled Korea from 1910 until

the end of World War II. The Allies

divided Korea between the Soviet Union,
which occupied the north, and the U.S,
which stayed in the south. In 1950, the
communists in the north invaded the south,
sparking the Korean War, which lasted until
1953. The war never officially ended, and
the Koreas remain divided.

Academy, where Jin-seok hopes to send his
adopted sons to study, in Seoul, South Korea.

Your offering will support the opening of a &
missionary training center and gym at the g
school. Thank you for planning a generous E
offering on March 29. g
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"This quarter, the Northern Asia-Pacific
Division is placing an emphasis on training
children to be missionaries through a
Thirteenth Sabbath project that envisages the
opening of a missionary training center at
Hankook Sahmyook Academy in South Korea.
But a South Korean mother says the training
of children to be missionaries begins at home.
She started with her son when he was just
beginning to talk. This is the story of how Olivia
plants the Word of God in her children’s hearts.

hen David was 18 months old, his
mother began to read four small books
to him. Each book had a Bible passage with
simple pictures. The first book had Psalm 1;
the second, Matthew 5:3-12, the third, John
14:1-4, and the fourth, 1 Corinthians 13.
Mom read the books when David got up in
the morning, She read when he went to bed at
night. She also read during the day.
In only a month, little David, who was
just learning to talk, had memorized all

four books. Today;,
David is 7, and he has
memorized between
350-400 Bible verses.
How was it possible?
David’s mother,
whose name is Olivia
Kim, was inspired by
her own mother-in-
law, who taught four
adopted children to
read and write by
David memorizing Bible
verses. Olivia was
deeply touched when she saw firsthand how
the Bible transformed little hearts. When she
became a mother, she wanted to do the same
for her son. So, she began to read the four
small books, which her mother-in-law made.
As she read, David’s eyes followed the
pictures and his ears followed her voice. He
didn’t say anything. He couldn’t read. But
after a month, he had memorized the books.
When Mom showed a picture, he recognized
it and repeated the words on the page. Mom
was amazed because this was about the same
time that he was beginning to talk and make
meaningful words and sentences.
Then Mom made books with Psalm 121,
Leviticus 6:4-9, the three angels’ messages
in Revelation 14, the Ten Commandments
in Exodus 20, and the blessings and curses
of Deuteronomy 28. She read to David for
20-30 minutes in the morning and for 20-30
minutes at night. She also read during the day.
He memorized those books as well.
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David and Mom rely on Bible verses in

" every-day life. David goes to a kindergarten
where the teacher sometimes shows cartoons
during breaktime. Popular Korean cartoons
feature ghosts that look cute and harmless,
but the storylines can be serious. After
watching one of those cartoons, David got
scared one night and ran to Mom’s bedroom.

“Mommy, 'm scared,” he said.

“Why are you scared?” Mom asked.

“I remember a cartoon that I watched
today,” he said.

“Don’t be scared because God is with
you,” Mom said. “This house is under God’s
protection. Angels are watching over us. Let’s
recite Psalm 121 together.”

Mom and son recited Psalm 121, which
begins with the words, “I will lift up my eyes
to the hills — from whence comes my help?
My help comes from the Lord, who made
heaven and earth” (NKJV).

Another time, David was being
mischievous. He was 4 and overly excited
after evening worship. He didn’t want to
wash his face, brush his teeth, or pick up
his toys. Mom was busy with housework,
washing dishes, doing laundry, and caring for
a 6-month-old baby daughter. It was an hour
past his usual 7 p.m. bedtime. Mom grew
frustrated as David kept playing and running
around the house. Finally, she lost her
patience and exclaimed, “Why are you acting
like this? Do as I say! Do your chores!”

The boy froze. Mom hardly ever talked
like that. He looked up at Mom, and Mom
looked down at him. Mom felt sorry that she
had raised her voice. As the two stood still, 1
Corinthians 13 sprang to Mom’s mind, and
she began to recite it, silently, “Though I speak
with the tongues of men and of angels, but
have not love, I have become sounding brass
or a clanging cymbal.” Then she looked at
David and saw in his eyes that he also was
reciting 1 Corinthians 13 in his mind. She
smiled. David smiled. The two hugged each
other. “I'm sorry that I raised my voice,” Mom
said. David smiled and clung to her more
tightly. Then he changed into his pajamas,

- Story Tips
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Show Seoul, South Korea, on the map.

Know that David's family is part of the
Shema Recital School, an Adventist program
in South Korea in which about 100 children
and their parents have memorized more
than 300 Bible verses in English.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates
Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5 of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church’s “I Will

Go" strategic plan: “To disciple individuals
and families into Spirit-filled lives.” For
more information, go online to the website:
IWillGo.org.

brushed his teeth, and went to bed.

Today, David loves memorizing the Bible.
His sister, Abigalil, is 3 and is memorizing
the first four books that he memorized.
Mother has memorized everything that
they memorize. She has found that the
memorization process happens automatically
for her while she is teaching her children.

“I earnestly hope that the verses we are
memorizing today will be boldly proclaimed
from my children’s lips one day as they
become missionaries for the kingdom of God,”
she said. %

Pray for Olivia and every parent seeking to
plant the Word of God in children’s hearts. Pray
that these homes produce a bountiful crop
of missionaries. Pray also for the missionary
training center that will open with the help of
this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering at
Hankook Sahmyook Academy in South Korea.
Thank you for planning a generous offering on
June 29.

By Andrew McChesney
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The Annoyed
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- One of'this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath

projects aqims to train young people to be
missionaries in South Korea. The project
envisages the opening of a missionary training
center at Hankook Sahmyook Academy in
Seoul. Missionary training programs are a
staple of Adventist life in South Korea. This
week’s story is about Philip, who joined one
such program called Compass Missionary
Training Program, which included three months
as a missionary in the U.S. city of Atlanta.

hilip stepped off the airplane in Atlanta,
ready to work in urban mission for
three months. The 23-year-old South
Korean missionary had a busy schedule
ahead of him. During the week, he was to
work with refugees, including mentoring
refugee children with their schoolwork. On
Sabbaths, he was to teach children’s Sabbath
School and do other activities.
But he quickly ran into a problem:
his roommate.
Philip arrived with a group of other South

'SOUTH KOREA | March 22

Philip

* Koreans to serve as short-term missionaries.
. They were divided into pairs, and Philip was

teamed up with Samuel, who was 20. Philip
and Samuel moved into a rented house.

It didn’t take long for Philip to grow
annoyed with his roommate. Samuel thought
for a very long time, every time, before he
spoke. Then, when he spoke, he spoke very
slowly. Philip thought crossly, “Why can’t you
think and talk more quickly?”

His discontent grew. The two young men
ate simple meals, usually salad and other food
left over from the Sabbath fellowship meal
at a local Korean church. One day, Samuel
decided to reheat a leftover Korean rice cake
in the oven. But the rice cake burned and
stuck to the baking dish. Philip was annoyed
because he had cautioned Samuel to be
careful about heating up the rice cake. Then
Samuel tried to reheat another rice cake, this
time in a frying pan on the stovetop. But the
rice cake burned and stuck to the pan. Philip’s
irritation grew but he didn’t say anything.

Samuel also didn’t say anything until about
a month into their stay in the United States.
One day, he suggested praying together before
going out to work with the refugees. The two
had never prayed together.

Samuel’s prayer shocked Philip. Speaking
very slowly as he always did, he prayed,
“Please, Lord, help me not to hate Philip.”

Philip understood that Samuel was
praying for them to get along. But he gained
no joy from the prayer. He was annoyed.

His irritation grew when Samuel repeated



“the same prayer the next day and then the
* next. “Please, Lord,” Samuel prayed, “help
me not to hate Philip.”

Philip and Samuel spoke less and less
to each other. Finally, they stopped talking
all together.

The conflict came to a head a month
before their time ended in the United States.
Philip was driving a car, and Samuel was
seated beside him. Both were exhausted, and
both fell asleep. Abruptly, they woke up and
saw that they were about to smash into the
vehicle in front of them. Philip swerved to
the left, and they crossed into the oncoming
lane. They collided head-on with a big truck.

The car was wrecked, but Philip and
Samuel escaped uninjured. The truck driver
also wasn’t hurt, and the truck suffered only
a small dent on the front bumper.

At home, Philip and Samuel embraced and
fell on their knees to thank God for life.

Philip felt ashamed. He had come to the
United States to share God with others but had
instead been focusing on himself. This was
the root of his conflict with Samuel. But now
the conflict seemed so small and unimportant.
Philip thought, “We should have been hugging
and praying together this whole time so God
could have blessed us as missionaries.”

Samuel suggested that they tell the Korean
owners of their rented house, a married,
non-Christian couple, about the crash.

A short time later, Philip and Samuel were
telling the couple about their two-month
personal conflict and the crash. They shared
everything from the beginning to the end.

It wasn’t a biblical discourse on salvation.

It was their story of how God had been

with them in the United States. For Philip, it
was the first time that he had ever shared
what God meant to him. He feared that the
couple might react negatively. But they only
expressed worry for his and Samuel’s health.

The mission trip to the United States
marked a turning point for Philip. When he
returned to South Korea, he was asked to
write a testimony about his experience.

He wrote a list of his accomplishments,

o
Story Tips
Show Seoul, South Korea, and Atlanta in
the U.S. state of Georgia on the map.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-ma.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Mission Objective No. 1, “To revive the
concept of worldwide mission and sacrifice
for mission as a way of life involving not
only pastors but every church member,
young and old, in the joy of witnessing

for Christ and making disciples”; Mission
Objective No. 2, “To strengthen and
diversify Adventist outreach in large cities”;
and Spiritual Growth Objective No. 7, “To
help youth and young adults place God
first and exemplify a biblical worldview.”
For more information, go to the website:
IWillGo.org.

including resolving the conflict with Samuel.
But when he read over the list, he felt
ashamed to see it filled with “I did this” and
“I did that.” Not once was Jesus mentioned.
He wrote a second draft that he didn’t
like any better. He realized that he hadn’t
accomplished anything. His testimony
was that God had used him to accomplish
something. He whittled down his testimony
in one sentence: “God used me, a weak and
proud person, but He used me.” %

Pray for the Korean young people who are
serving as missionaries around the world.
Pray for Hankook Sahmyook Academy,
whose students will study at a missionary
training center that opens with the help of
your Thirteenth Sabbath Offering on June 29.
Thank you for planning a generous offering
for this project in Seoul, South Korea.

By Andrew McChesney
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[ ver.since she was a small girl, Hyun-
==hee felt like she had to go to church on
Sabbath. Her father was the pastor of a small
church in South Korea, and she couldn’t stay

at home or do whatever she wanted.

As time passed, Hyun-hee grew tired of
church and being a pastor’s daughter. She
couldn’t understand why Dad answered
the phone late at night and even worked
on weekends and holidays. Feelings of
bitterness and resentment filled her heart
when a long-awaited family vacation
was canceled because Dad, as the church
pastor, couldn’t miss a funeral. She began to
question her faith.

It was then that the 16-year-old girl
arrived at a Seventh-day Adventist high
school in South Korea’s capital, Seoul. For
the first time, she was far from home, living
in a dormitory. For the first time, she was
studying at an Adventist school. There was
no Adventist school in the town where her
parents lived.

At first, the Adventist school seemed to be
the same as public school with the exception

13" SABBATH
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Hyun-hee

that the teachers believed in God and the
students gathered regularly for worship.

At morning worship, however, Hyun-hee
heard an announcement about something
called “Kneelers.” She was curious to know
more and, because she was shy, asked
another girl to go with her to “Kneelers.”

“Kneelers” turned out to be a student-
led prayer meeting in the conference room
of the Adventist middle school located on
the same campus as the high school. The
conference room had pews like a church.

About 30 teens, half girls and half boys,
were sitting in the pews and singing when
Hyun-hee and her friend arrived. A boy was
playing a piano.

Hyun-hee’s mouth dropped open. She
usually didn’t sing during song service in her
home church. She was the only teen there.
But these teens were singing loudly. She had
never seen such enthusiasm. Tears filled her
eyes. She was homesick, and the music was
like balm to her soul. In an instant, all her
loneliness disappeared, and she felt at peace.

After the last song, the young people knelt
and prayed silently for a moment. Then
several teens took turns speaking about what
God was doing in their lives.



Hyun-hee’s mouth dropped open again.
She had never heard people her age talk
about God in such a personal way. She
thought, “They’re young, but they have faith
and believe in God. They love God despite
the struggles in their lives.”

After that, the teens divided into small
groups for prayer. At her home church,
Hyun-hee’s mind usually drifted off to other
things during a prayer. But these teens
clearly enjoyed praying, and they spoke
to God with passion and earnestness. Her
mouth dropped open again.

As the hourlong meeting ended with more
songs, Hyun-hee thought with astonishment,
“These young people are more sincere and
devoted to God than me.” She couldn’t wait
for the next meeting. She thought, “This
is living faith. I have found it. This is how
Christians really live.”

As she kept going to the weekly “Kneelers”
meeting, she discovered joy in worshiping
God. She began to spend hours with Him,
singing, listening to worship songs, and
praying. She sensed God’s presence for the
first time. She wept as she reflected on Jesus’
incredible love and sacrifice on the cross.

As time passed, she saw that teens and
teachers alike prayed earnestly and praised
God even amid problems. She got involved in
various spiritual programs at the school and
joined a student-led Bible study group.

As she wrapped up her first year at the
high school, Hyun-hee found great joy in the
worship programs. She eagerly participated
in the weekly prayer meeting, the Bible study
group, and other spiritual activities. Church
was no longer tiring, and she looked forward
to going every Sabbath.

Her favorite Bible passage is Philippians
4:4-7, which says, “Rejoice in the Lord always.
Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness
be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known to God;
and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and

Story Tips

Show Seoul, South Korea, on the map.
Pronounce Hyun-hee as: HYOUNG-hee.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Before 13th Sabbath

Remind everyone that their mission
offerings are gifts to spread God's Word
around the world and that one-fourth of
our Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will help
five projects in the Northern Asia-Pacific
Division. The projects are listed on page 3
and on the back cover.

The narrator doesn't need to memorize
the story, but he or she should be familiar
enough with the material so as not to have
to read it. Alternatively, children and adults
can act out the story.

Before or after the story, use a map to
show the places in the Northern Asia-
Pacific Division — Japan, Mongolia, South
Korea, and Taiwan — that will receive

the Thirteenth Sabbath Offering. You can
download a mission map with the projects
on Facebook at bit.ly/fb-mq.
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minds through Christ Jesus” (NKJV).

She believes that God sent her to the
Adventist high school to teach her to live
according to those verses.

“God saw my wavering faith and helped
me to understand His purpose,” she said. “I
met God at the school, and I have learned to
thank Him for everything.” %

Hyun-hee goes to Hankook Sahmyook
Academy, which will receive part of today’s
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to open a
missionary training center and gym in Seoul,
South Korea. Today’s offering also will support
four other projects in the Northern Asia-
Pacific Division, including a shelter for single
mothers in Ansan, South Korea; after-school
centers at 14 schools in Japan; a children’s
recreation center in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia;
and the establishment of an Adventist
elementary school system in Taiwan. Thank
you for your generous offering.

By Andrew McChesney
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Fast Facts

The presidential mansion in Seoul is
called Cheong Wa Dae, or the Blue House,
(literally “Cyan-tile Pavilion”) after the
150,000 blue tiles used for its roof.

Korean children learn Korean and English
(and sometimes Mandarin) in school, and
most people speak English fairly well,
particularly in the cities.

Korean women do not change their family
name when they marry. If a married woman
is called Mrs. Kim, it usually means that her
surname at birth was Kim.

Some of Korea's iconic foods include kimchi,
a traditional dish made with fermented
vegetables and chillis; dak galbi, a spicy
chicken stir-fry with sweet potatoes, rice
cakes and vegetables; bulgogi, a grilled meat
and vegetable dish; jajangmyeong, a very
popular street food of noodles, vegetables,
and fried pork or seafood in a thick black
bean sauce; and bibimbap, a bowl! of rice
with different vegetables, served with fried
or raw egg on top.

li'l‘m-n."
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A view of the middle school at Hankook Sahmyook Academy in Seoul, South Korea. The academy will
receive part of this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to open a gym and missionary training center.

Future 13th Sabbath Projects

The Southern Asia-Pacific Division will be featured next quarter, and the Thirteenth
Sabbath projects will include a health clinic in Brunei, and a preschool and Life Hope

Center in Myanmar.



Leader’s Resources

Be sure to download your free Mission Spotlight video,
featuring video reports from around the Northern Asia-Pacific
Division and beyond. Download or stream from the Adventist
Mission website at bitly/missionspotlight.

Following are sources of information that may be helpful in
preparing for the mission segment of Sabbath School. For more
information on the cultures and history of the countries featured

in this quarterly, visit:

Mongolia: government website
Lonely Planet
Discover Mongolia

South Korea: government website
Visit Korea

National Geographic

Northern Asia-Pacific Division
Korean Union Conference

East Central Korean Conference
Southeast Korean Conference
West Central Korean Conference

Mongolia Mission (Facebook page)

bitly/Mongolia_Govt
bitly/LP_Mongolia
discovermongolia.mn
bit.ly/SKorea_Govt
bitly/VisitKor
bitly/NG_SKorea

bitly/SDA_NSD
bitly/SDAKorea
eckc.or.kr
sekc.or.kr
wecke.or.kr

bitly/SDA_Mongolia

An offering goal device will help focus attention on world

missions and increase weekly mission giving. Determine a
goal for your class’s weekly mission offering. Multiply it by 14,
allowing a double goal for the Thirteenth Sabbath Offering,
which will be collected on March 29. Remind church members

that their regular weekly mission offerings help the missionary
work of the world church, and that one-quarter of the Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering will go directly to the projects in the Northern
Asia-Pacific Division. On March 22, report on mission giving

during the quarter. Encourage church members to double or
triple their normal mission giving on the upcoming Thirteenth
Sabbath. Count the offering and record the amount given at the

end of Sabbath School.

NK]JV. Bible texts credited to NKJV are from the New King
James Version ® Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used

by Permission. All rights reserved.
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